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close the punishment, but while his arm was still
uplifted to inflict the lash, the boy looked stead-
fastly upon him, and exclaimed in a tone of
anger mixed with the firmness of determined
revenge, " If you strike me, I will betray you."
The man hesitated, and would have even de-
sisted, but that the others obliged him to give
the blow, and on releasing the boy, they insisted
also upon his disclosing what he meant by the
threat. From his answer it appeared that the
crew, who were all communicants of the Greek
church, were now performing the fast which
precedes their feast of the Nativity, that holiday
falling twelve days after the common Christmas-
day, as their chronology continues still to be
regulated by the old style. During the fast it
was deemed sinful to partake of any flesh-meats,
or even to inhale their odour; and any breach
of the rigid discipline enforced on such occasions
was thought to be sufficient to draw down ex-
emplary punishment on the offender. It had
occurred in the course of the preceding day that
my servant was employed at the galley in pre-
paring for me a fowl curry, on which occasion he
had unthinkingly used a wooden spoon belonging
to the vessel. A large kettle of dourra* was
afterwards put on the fire to be boiled for the

f J the name given to millet in Egypt and Syria.